Berkhamsted in WWI
Pre-visit ideas:
Here are a few suggestions to encourage your students’ learning about the use of photographs
for historical investigation :
1. What can you discover about this person from their memorial?
2. What information would you still like to know?
3. How could you find out more?
4. What does their portrait tell you about this person?
5. Do you think the photos are staged?
6. What do you think they might have been thinking while their photograph was being
taken?
7. What do you think you would have been thinking when you stepped off the train at
Berkhamsted station to join the Inns of Court Regiment?
8. What sort of life do you think the life of a soldier might have been like in Berkhamsted?
9. If you were one of these soldiers what would have been your thoughts about leaving to
join your regiment in battle?
10. Why is it important that Berkhamsted remembers the soldiers from their local town and
also from the visiting Inns of Court Regiment?
11. Maud Cottingham was a matron for the soldiers, what are your views about her role?
12. What are your thoughts about Maud being buried so far from home?
13. All the soldiers were men, what are your thoughts about this?
14. George Blincow, as stationmaster, recalled his thoughts about seeing the soldiers at the
train station. What do you think the soldiers thought about him?
15. Using the information about Catherine Partridge, why do you think there is not a
photograph of her? Think about what her reaction might have been to receiving the
message of the Armistice.
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Post-visit ideas:
1. Write a diary as if you are one of the soldiers arriving at Berkhamsted.
2. Use George Blincow’s diary excerpts to then continue his diary writing.
3. Write a playscript based on these people set in Berkhamsted.
4. Write the conversation between Catherine Partridge and the soldier in her office after
she received the message about the Armistice.
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