Teacher’s notes for World War 1 Berkhamsted
Please use this link to discover more about the history of Rectory Lane Cemetery:
https://www.rectorylanecemetery.org.uk/about/history/cemetery/
In Rectory Lane Cemetery there are many graves with military connections to conflicts
of the 19th and 20th centuries.
In all, there are 14 CWGC burials of the First World War and 13 of the Second World
War in Rectory Lane Cemetery. In addition there are a further 23 others buried here
who served in WWI or WWII, but for various reasons did not qualify for a CWGC
headstone.
During World War I (1914–18), 200 men and boys who were born or lived in
Berkhamsted lost their lives. While many who were killed in action were interred in the
large battlefield Cemeteries of Belgium and France, a number were buried in Rectory
Lane Cemetery. Some returned home and died later as a consequence of their wounds;
others fell victim to the 1918 Flu Pandemic.
In Rectory Lane Cemetery there are a number of headstones of the Commonwealth
War Graves Commission (CWGC, formerly the Imperial War Graves Commission).
These can be distinguished by their simple, white stone design. These were granted by
the CWGC to military personnel who died in service — whether in combat, training
accidents, air raids or from disease — during the periods around the First and Second
World Wars:

● 4 August 1914 – 31 August 1921 (WWI)
● 3 September 1939 to 31 December 1947 (WWII)
Some of these names are included in the list of 49 names on the Rectory Lane
Cemetery Garden of Remembrance war memorial plaque, as well as on the St Peter’s
Church war memorial just outside the entrance to St Peter’s church on the High Street.
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You can also find information on the Commonwealth War Graves website, please use
the following links to find out more:
https://www.rectorylanecemetery.org.uk/sustain/memorialising/garden-remembrance/
https://www.rectorylanecemetery.org.uk/about/burials-memorials/war-graves/
https://www.cwgc.org/find-records/find-war-dead/searchresults/?Cemetery=GREAT%20BERKHAMSTED%20(ST.%20PETER)%20CHURCH%
20CEMETERY
https://www.stpetersberkhamsted.org.uk/heritage/war-memorial/

‘ In 1914... Berkhamsted became the war time home of the Inns of Court Officers Corps
for five years from 1914 to 1919’. The soldiers trained for a few months in Berkhamsted
and then went to join their assigned regiments. ‘Berkhamsted and nearby villages soon
felt the devastating double tragedy from the insanity of this “ Great” war, with a shocking
number of casualties from amongst this visitor regiment and also amongst the many
local boys who left home to join Kitchener’s Army.’
‘Of the nearly 12,000 troops trained by the Inns of Court, up to 7,000 were killed or
wounded. Nearly 2,200 died - for them, Berkhamsted was their last home in England.
Their war memorial is on the Common.’
These excerpts are from: “From Berkhamsted to Battlefield, WW1 training trenches on
Berkhamsted Common” article by Norman Groves in Our Common Heritage; A
collection of six essays about the social history of Chilterns commons.
Please find the whole article on this link: p 88 - 98
https://www.chilternsaonb.org/uploads/files/AboutTheChilterns/Commons/Our_C
ommon_Heritage.pdf
We have chosen a few of the World War 1 memorials for you to share with your
students and then research more using their historical skills.
There is a slide presentation showing some photographs of the World War 1 soldiers in
Berkhamsted to give your students the opportunity to discuss the use of photographs as
a primary historical source.
Your students will find out more about these people when they visit the site for a tour.
Please see the School visits section for more details on how to book a tour.
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