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Victorian Berkhamsted  

 

Pre-visit ideas: 

You can also demonstrate to the children how you look at the website of the Rectory 

Lane Cemetery, click on burials, type in the person’s name and can access the 

information.  

 

https://www.rectorylanecemetery.org.uk/about/burials-memorials/burials/ 

 

 

Here are some questions you might like to ask when showing the slide presentations: 

 

● Pick three things you find interesting about the memorial and explain why you 

find those things interesting. 

 

● What clues does the memorial give you about the person who is buried there? 

When they lived? Died? The job they did?  

 

● What more do you want to know that the memorial doesn’t tell you? 

 

● What do you think the person looked like? 

 

● What clues are there about the person from the picture? 

 

● What is the explicit information, i.e . What are they wearing? What is their hair 

like?  Are they wearing glasses or not? How old do you think they are? 

 

● What is the implicit information you can guess from this? For example, are they a 

wealthy person?  

 

● What do you think the person was thinking when they were posing for this 

picture? 

 

● We do not have portraits of some of the people highlighted, particularly the 

women. Why do you think this is? 

 

● What more would you still like to know? How might you find out? 

 

 

https://www.rectorylanecemetery.org.uk/about/burials-memorials/burials/
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From then on please use each slide to enable more discovery about the person, their job 

and their impact on life in Victorian Berkhamsted. We have provided the link to their 

memorial website page for more information. 

 

 

 

Post-visit ideas: 

 

1. Write a biography about one of these people. 

2. Discuss the different jobs the people had and compare to modern day jobs. 

3. Discuss and debate the role of women in Victorian times. 

4. Compare and contrast the rich and poor people in Victorian Berkhamsted. 

5. Discuss  and debate the impact of the arrival of the railway to Berkhamsted. 

6. Discuss the impact Henry Stainsby had on the lives of blind people with his work. 

7. Write a diary of as if you were one of these people preparing for Queen Victoria 

and Prince Albert’s visit to Berkhamsted. 

 

 

 

 


