Using Maps for Rectory Lane Cemetery Research
Map analysis can be a powerful tool as it can help ‘root’ those buried in Rectory Lane
Cemetery in the town and its environment.
Identifying where families were living or places they were associated with can reveal
important clues about their status, connections to neighbours, relatives, employers etc , and
sometimes can tell you what their occupation may have been (eg when associated with
beerhouses and inns), and when linked to other records, whether or where they owned
other property in the town
Some words of caution though:
a) The analysis can be very time consuming – and may literally take you up many dead
ends!
b) Families move around dramatically, so beware that even if you can identify where a
family was definitely living in, say, 1851, it doesn’t mean to say they will still be there
in 1861 – or they may have just moved a few doors down the street.
c) House numbers were introduced in the 1890s; census numbering can therefore lead
to confusion – prior to 1891 the number will certainly not be associated with a
‘house number’, but will refer simply to the schedule numbering.1
d) To confuse matters further, Berkhamsted High Street was re-numbered after WWII
‘which seems to have been completed by 1947’.2
Given that the Cemetery was opened in 1842, there will be less need to refer to earlier
maps but the Berkhamsted Local History and Museum website includes John Dodderidge’s
Survey data of 1607 and John Norden’s Survey data of 1616. These may be worth checking
to see if the family you are researching has been long established in the town.
Tithe Map
The starting point for earlier burials in the Cemetery will be the Tithe Map of Berkhamsted
c.1839. This is available as a CD from HALS (Hertfordshire Archives and Local Studies: Tithe
Map Series) currently £35.00
https://archives.hertfordshire.gov.uk/product/tithe-map-on-cd-berkhamsted-c1839/
Associated Information: The strength of the tithe map is that it not only identifies the plot,
but also the owner/occupation information, size of plot etc.
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Prior to this only a few newly created roads had been numbered, for example Manor Street (c
1870), Charles Street and Elm Grove (c 1878).
2
Harold Denham, Berkhamsted’s Edwardian High Street Berkhamsted Review 1996/06 p.18.This also
provides useful information on the location of a number of shops pre and post numbering.
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OS Maps
Some information is available at https://www.old-maps.co.uk/#/Map/498500/208500
These give access to:
OS Town Plan: 1878 1:500 (MOST DETAILED, but unfortunately only PARTIAL, covering the
eastern side of the town (NB use this reference: https://www.oldmaps.co.uk/#/Map/499049/208122/10/100289)
OS County Series 1877-1878 1:2,500
OS County Series 1883-1884: 1: 10,560 (Old 6” – less useful)
OS County Series 1898: 1:2,500
OS County Series 1899-1900: 1.10,560 (Old 6” – less useful)
OS County Series: 1925: 1:2,500
OS County Series 1938-9: 1:2,500
OS Plan 1970-71: 1:1250
These allow preliminaries searches but images will be overlaid with ‘old-maps co.uk’ and
‘not for commercial use’. It is possible to purchase ‘clean images’ as PDFs but they will be
charged at around £16 for each extract. A monthly subscription of £9.99 can be taken out
but this only reduces the cost, it does not provide ‘free’ access.
Another online source is https://www.oldmapsonline.org
Type in Berkhamsted and a long list will appear to the right side of the screen. However,
copyright restrictions will prevent you from viewing the detailed maps.
Please always check copyright issues when using maps as a source.
1911 Survey
A further map-based source is The Inland Revenue Survey, 1910. This was a survey
undertaken by the Inland Revenue to assess the value of land for a kind of capital gains tax.
The records are held at Hertfordshire Archives and Library Service (Hertford)
For further details see
https://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/details/r/87e2ee76-d351-46c7-89039397120aeb2b
Mapping analysis, of course, becomes a much more powerful tool when used in relation to
a) Census data
b) Historic Photos
c) Historic Aerial photos
d) Deeds
e) Planning Applications
Overleaf is a case study where map analysis played an important role in identifying how the
original home of John Timson developed into the building seen today on the High Street.
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Mapping the Timson Family
1. John Timson 1784-1874
1839 Tithe Map
546 – Owner Joseph Baldwin
Tenants James Honour, John Timson, William Barns, Sarah Hurst

Caffe Nero

Combining this information with the 1841 census, it is significant that:
a) Joseph Rolph, John’s father-in-law, aged 75, was living with John and Mary. This
might suggest that John, who was not Berkhamsted born, moved into Mary’s
childhood home when they married.
b) Secondly, the Tithe Map notes the four names of the occupiers and when compared
to the 1841 census, we find Isabella Hurst, William Barnes, the Timsons, and finally
the Honours listed in sequence.
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How does this plot subsequently develop over time?

Fortunately, the plot falls into the partial 1:500 Town Map of 1878. With this level of detail,
it seems reasonable to surmise that the 4 cottages referred to in the Tithe Map consisted of
three running back from the High Street, facing east onto an alleyway at the eastern side of
the plot, with a fourth residence set back in the long plot. This suggests the Timsons were
living in one of the back cottages et the time of the 1841 census.
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If not falling in the area covered by the 1875 1:500 map, a typical sequence of maps which
allows the property to be traced forward are:
1878-1892

1889-1901
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1924-1926

1932-1953
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1962-1979

2021
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So, pinpointing the building today, Caffé Nero (formerly Santander and prior to that
Sainsburys) we can also show how it appeared in the High Street in the C19th.
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Returning to John Timson, if we go to the 1851 census, we find John and his family living on
the High Street, with, significantly, William Barnes and Sarah Hurst in ‘Timson’s Yard’. We
can certainly say therefore that Timsons had stayed put since 1841.
However, the reference to Timson’s Yard is significant, because the use of John’s surname
implies ownership, rather than being a tenant as previously. Joseph Baldwin, the landlord,
died in 1873, and 5 of his houses in the Wilderness were sold in 1875, but there is no
mention of our plot. It would seem likely therefore that Timson had bought the property off
Baldwin sometime during the 1840s. (Joseph Rolph, his father-in-law, had died in 1851 aged
85, and may have been in a position to help his daughter’s family in his retirement; but it is
probably more significant that in 1861 John and Mary’s granddaughter Susanna Baldwin
aged 17 was living with them).
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In 1861, John Timson was certainly still at the same address, and it seems likely that the
front unit was a shop by this time, as Mary is described as a shopkeeper. Significantly, too,
Timson’s Yard had been elevated to Timson’s Court; the two dwellings were occupied by the
Tarbox and Hunt families. (Mary appears to have been the driving force of the family – John
Timson worked as a gardener at ‘The Hall’ in Berkhamsted all his life, whereas Mary
established a draper’s business which would continue trading from the building until the
1920s.)
In the census of 1871, the final one before John died, Timson’s Court was now occupied by
the Tarbox and Draper families. Mary had moved to Bridge Street by 1881 (she died in
1882). But the Timson legacy remained with the property, as it now passed to John’s son
Samuel and his large family. He was a master tailor and played a major role in the town.
There is no reference to Timson’s Court in the 1881 Census.
By 1891 Samuel and his family had moved to Chapel Street, but his nephew Walter E.
Timson, (1859-1942) draper and nicknamed ‘Alleluia’ Timson, or ‘Uncle Wally’ was now in
occupation at 204 High Street.3 Both the 1901 and 1911 censuses confirm that Walter was
still in occupation at 204 High Street. In 1911 he was aged 52 as a draper. The building then
had 6 rooms. (Note that James Timson, baker, was two doors down)
There was a Planning Application in 1902 by Mr W.E Timson for alterations and additions to
No 204 High Street. The 1910 IR Survey also gives the details in the Field book, showing that
Walter Edgar was both owner and occupier of No 204 High Street (House & Shop)

3

From Market Stalls to Supermarkets Tradesmen of Bygone Berkhamsted by Beorcham. Percy confirms that
his shop ‘preceded Sainsburys.) Walter was the son of Thomas Timson.
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And clearly shows that by this time, Walter Edgar also owned 202 High Street (the
neighbouring property on the east side, occupied by John Jackson & Co, and also 3 cottages,
one at Gossoms End and two in Shrublands Avenue.

Walter appears to have retired in 1925, when they moved to Ryal Dene, 20 Boxwell Road,
not far from the High Street location he had traded from for most of his life. What
happened to the shop they had left behind? In 1935, there was a planning application by J.
Sainsbury Ltd for a ‘Shop, Warehouse and Flat at 202 and 204 High Street, and in 1936 for a
plant room.
Comparison between the 1924-26 map and that of 1932-1953 shows a complete reordering of the buildings on the plot. Further information on the re-modelling of the
building can be found in the Sainsbury Archive, with plans by Burgess, Holden and Watson.
https://www.sainsburyarchive.org.uk/catalogue/search/branch/ref/p1031-berkhamsted202-high-street-1937-1970-sainsburys-branch
Sainsbury’s traded from 1937 to 1970. After the War, the building was re-numbered 230.
Aerial photos (see https://britainfromabove.org.uk/) can provide clues as to the
appearance of the building prior to the Sainsbury ‘makeover’.

This shows it as
two storeys with
two attic dormers
and a central
chimney – not
dissimilar in fact, to
the form seen in
the C19th
engraving.
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We would like to locate a better picture of Timson’s shop. If you do find additional
information relating to this or any other of the stories of people buried in the cemetery
please contact Kate Campbell, Community Engagement Officer
community@stpetersberkhamstedfriends.org.uk

Written by
Dr James Moir
11th February 2021
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