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DISCOVERING THE DEAD: An introduction to genealogical research 
The life of Frank Saltmarsh, buried in Rectory Lane Cemetery 

 

Where to start? 
Not all graves have headstones or memorials, but where 
they do exist, they are a good place to start. The inscription 
on the kerbstones of Frank’s grave reads: 

“FRANK SALTMARSH DIED 9th JANUARY 1940 AGED 
72.  

ALSO OF MARY JANE SALTMARSH DIED 30th 
DECEMBER 1953 AGED 88.” 

So, from this: 
• We have his name.                        
• We know he died on 9th January 1940. 
• He was 72 years old when he died. 
• We can calculate from his age and date of death that he must have been born between 

10th January 1867 and 9th January 1868. 
• He must have had a connection to the town to be buried here. 
• There is a second person buried with him – Mary Jane Saltmarsh. 

 
Where next? 
Censuses have been taken every 10 years from 1801, although they are only generally 
available from 1841. To protect the privacy of people who may still be alive, they are only 
made public 100 years after they were taken. Census for 1841 – 1911 are open to public 
inspection.  

If Frank was born in 1867 or 1868, he should appear in the censuses for 1871, 1881, 1891, 
1901 and 1911. Here is the relevant page from the 1871 census   
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 This gives us more information about Frank and his family: 
• His father was called Alfred and 

he was a bootmaker and in 1871 
he was 42. 

• His mother’s name was Caroline 
and she too was 42.  

• The family lived in Victoria Road.  
• Both his parents were born in 

Chelmsford in Essex, but Frank 
and his sisters were born here in 
Berkhamsted. 

• He had an older brother, Sidney 
who was 15 and two sisters, 
Caroline, age 8 and Eliza age 6. 
Sidney, although only 15, was 
already working. He was a 
printer’s apprentice. His sisters 
were at school 

• Frank himself was 3 in 1871 – 
confirming our estimate that he was born in 1867 or 1868. 

If we jump to 1901, here is the census for that year: 

 

From this we can see: 
• Frank is now living in Doctors Commons Road. 
• He has married. Living with him is his wife Mary J Saltmarsh – “wife”. We now know that 

the Mary Jane Saltmarsh who is buried with Frank was his wife 
• They have two children, Florence age 9 and Frank age 7. 
• Frank is working as a carpenter. 

If Florence was 9 in 1901, she would have been born in 1891 or 1892.  Knowing that and the 
name of his wife means we can look for his marriage details.  
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This is an extract from the register recording marriages which took place in April, May and 
June of 1891. The marriage is registered as having taken place in Berkhamsted. With the 
details from the register you can order a copy of the wedding certificate. 

 

The last census available is that for 1911.  

 

You will see that over the years the information recorded on the form changed. The 1911 
census records how many children a woman had given birth to and of those children how 
many were still alive in 1911 and how many had died.  

From this we can see: 
• Mary had two children, both of whom were still alive, so we know Florence and Frank 

were their only children. 
• Frank’s signature is in the bottom right-hand corner. Frank is still working as a carpenter. 

Although no further censuses are available, there is one other document that might help. 

The 1939 Register was made at the beginning of the Second World War. We know Frank 
died in 1940 so he should be on the Register. Here he is:  
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From this we can see: 
• His actual date of birth – “19 Aug 67” (That is 1867).  
• He is now 72 and still working as a carpenter.  
• As one might expect, neither Florence or Frank junior are still living with their parents. 

 

We know from the memorial in the graveyard that Frank died on 9th March 1940. When 
somebody dies leaving a will, a court order is obtained to give permission for the dead 
person’s property to be dealt with – that is known as “probate”. 

Frank left the equivalent of around £170,000. 

Is that the end of Frank’s story?  
Not quite – there may be other documents that help to flesh out the details of Frank’s life. 
 
The Berkhamsted Local History & Museum 
Society regularly publish online information 
and photographs from Berkhamsted in the 
past.  Here’s an item from their blog post 
https://berkhamsted-history.org.uk/blog/ 

 
 
 
We also now know that Frank had a 
workshop in Prince Edward Street.  For 
many years there was F.Saltmarsh hardware 
shop in Lower Kings Road.  It is now the 
Keech Cancer Charity shop. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Keech Cancer shop – formerly F.Saltmarsh 

https://berkhamsted-history.org.uk/blog/
https://berkhamsted-history.org.uk/blog/
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Old newspaper articles might also help:      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
These articles give us more information about Frank: 
• He and Mary were involved in an early “drink drive” accident. 
• Frank was a bellringer at St Peter’s Church. 
• He took pride in his work.  
• His son, Frank “made the supreme sacrifice” – if we look at Frank junior’s life we 

discover this refers to the fact that he was killed in the First World War fighting at 
Gallipoli. 
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Where can you find this information? 

Censuses and other documents are available on online genealogy websites such as: 

• Find My Past    www.findmypast.co.uk 
• Ancestry    www.ancestry.co.uk 

Wills can be found at:     www.probatesearch.service.gov.uk/#wills 

Marriage, death and birth certificates: www.gro.gov.uk  

Newspaper articles at:   www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk 

 

All of the above require payment of subscription or charges for individual documents. 
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Project genealogy researcher 
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